
PERBADANAN HARTA INTELEK MALAYSIA

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CORPORATION OF MALAYSIA

BY AZRI ROSLAN

Introduction to 

Intellectual Property



2

Disclaimer

The following slides have been compiled for this seminar regarding intellectual

property system in Malaysia. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information

is accurate and up-to-date; however, as the practices and laws may change from time to

time, that is not always possible.

The speaker makes no claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy,

completeness, or adequacy of the information, and expressly disclaims any liability,

loss or risk, personal or otherwise, which is incurred as a consequence, directly or

indirectly, of the use and application of any of the content of this seminar.

Azri Roslan

Assistant Director,

Business Development and Marketing Division,

Intellectual Property Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO)
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Presentation Structure

About MyIPO

What is Intellectual Property

Patent for Innovations

Trade Mark for Brand

Industrial Design for the Article Design

Copyright for Creative Works

Geographical Indication 

Integrated Circuit Layout Design

Summary of Intellectual Property Rights

Training provided by IP Academy
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Intellectual Property Corporation of 

Malaysia

• Known also as MyIPO

• Statutory body under the Ministry of Domestic 
Trade and Consumer Affairs since March 3, 2003

• Main function is to establish a strong and effective 
administration of Intellectual Property Legislation in 
Malaysia
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Organization Chart of MyIPO

Operational 
Divisions



• Register Vehicles -

• Register Company -

• Register Intellectual 
Property Rights -

7

MyIPO as a Registration Body for 

Intellectual Property Rights
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Intellectual Property Corporation of 

Malaysia

Menara MyIPO

PT11(Lot 8) & Lot 12, Persiaran Barat, 
Section 52, Bandar Petaling Jaya, 
Petaling District, Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor
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Northern Branch

(Penang)

Headquarters

(Kuala Lumpur)

Melaka Branch

Southern Branch

(Johor Bahru)

East Coast Branch

(Kuantan)

Sarawak Branch 

(Kuching)

Sabah Branch

(Kota Kinabalu)

Intellectual Property Corporation of 

Malaysia



What is Intellectual 

Property?
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Concept of Property

Example: House, land, vehicle….*

The owner of the property has the right to:

• Use the property for any purpose whatsoever, provided it 
does not violate the law
– Example: vehicle and house can be sold or leased

• Prohibit / exclude others from using the property
– Example: prohibit construction of foreign building on your own land

*Usually tangible
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Concept of Intellectual Property

Intellectual property shares similar concept of ownership, 
the owner of the intellectual property has the right to:

• Use the intellectual property for any purpose whatsoever, 
provided it does not violate the law

– Example: You can transfer the rights (sell) of your patent/trademarks
to others and you can also license out (leased) them.

• Prohibit / exclude others from using the intellectual property

– Example: Take court action against your patents/trademark infringer

*Provided that the inventor/creator/owner of the intellectual 
property has obtain the ownership for the intellectual property
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What is Intellectual Property?

Intellectual property (IP) refers to creations of the mind

• Property created by the application of human mind

• Intangible in nature
– Unable to be touched; not having physical presence

• Creators of intellectual property can obtain ownership rights 
to their creations

• Ownership of intellectual property rights can be transferred
(sold) or licensed (leased)

• Consists of a few components
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Types of Intellectual 
Property

Subject matter Example

Patent & Utility 
Innovation

Inventions i.e. solutions to 
solve technical problem

Industrial Design Visual design of 
Objects

Trademarks Sign used to identify 
products or services from 
others

Copyright Literary, Musical and Artistic 
Works; Films; Sound 
Recordings; Broadcast; 
Derivative Works

Types of Intellectual Property ( 1 )
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Types of Intellectual 
Property

Subject matter Example

Geographical 
Indication

Sign used on products 
that have a specific 
geographical origin

Layout-design of 
an integrated circuit

Topography or 3D 
disposition of microchips

New Plant Varieties IP rights given to the 
breeder of a new plant 
variety

Trade Secrets @ 
Confidential 
Information

Know-how, technical 
data, recipe etc.

Coca-Cola recipe, 
WD-40 Formula

Types of Intellectual Property ( 2 )
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Various Types of Intellectual Property 

in a Single Product

Broadband antenna
technology Patent right

Protect new invention 
(for 20 years from application)

Copyright

Program Codes 

Protect creative expression
(for 50 years following the author’s death)

Industrial design
right

Sleek designProtect a design of goods
(for 15 years after registration)

Trademark 
right

Brand 
name

Protect marks used for 
goods & services
(for 10 years after registration) IC Layout designs

Protect layout designs of  integrated circuits
(for 10 years from the date of its first 
commercially exploited)
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Governing bodies of Intellectual 

Property in Malaysia
Intellectual Property Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO)

• Patent Registration - Patents Act 1983

• Trade Marks Registration - Trade Marks Act 2019

• Industrial Design Registration - Industrial Design Act 1996

• Geographical Indication Registration - Geographical Indication Act 2000

• Copyright Act 1987

• Layout Design and Integrated Circuit Act 2000

Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture & Agro-Based Industry

• Protection of New Plant Varieties Act 2004

Enforcement Division, Ministry of Domestic Trade and 

Consumer Affairs

• Enforcement of Trade Marks & Copyrights items
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PATENTS ACT & REGULATION

Patents Act 1983

– Latest amendment in 2022

• Deposition of micro-organism

• Introduction of post grant opposition

• Introduction of third party observation

Patent Regulation 1986

– Latest amendment in 2022
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Function of Patent

To Protect INVENTIONS, different compared to:

• Protecting Literary, Musical and Artistic Works – COPYRIGHT

• Protecting the shape of an article/product – INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN

• Protecting Brand Name – TRADE MARK
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Definition of “Invention” 

( Section 12 of Patents Act ) 

• "An idea of an inventor which permits in practice 
the solution to a specific problem in the field of 
technology"

• An invention may be or may relate to a product or 
process.
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Definition of “Invention” 
( Section 12 of Patents Act ) 

• Example of a products that are not considered as 
inventions:
-A painting with interesting features based on the 
effects  of color and artistic effects 
-A water bottle consists of flowery embossed design 
on the body of the bottle.

Not a solution in the field of technology – therefore, 
not an Invention!



What is Patent?

• A patent is an exclusive right granted for an invention

Term of Protection:

– 20 years from filing date 

• Subject to payment of renewal fee every year



Example of Patentable Invention

US-A 5,135,017 (04 August 1992)
Tokyo Nagai Co. Ltd (JP)

“Umbrella Cover”

Technical solution to a problem…



Example of Patentable Invention

Technical solution to a problem…



Example of Patentable Invention



Criteria for Patentability

1. Falls under the “Meaning of Invention”

2. Excluded from “Non-patentable Inventions”

3. “Novelty or New” 

4. “Inventive Step”

5. “Industrial Applicable”



28

1. “Meaning of Invention”

• "An idea of an inventor which permits in practice 
the solution to a specific problem in the field of 
technology"





Discovery
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Non-patentable!

Piezoelectric: A material that generates an electric charge when mechanically deformed. 
Conversely, when an electric field is applied to piezoelectric materials they mechanically 
deform. Inorganic crystals are the strongest piezoelectrics but polymer films such as 
PVDF have some piezo effect. 



Discovery
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Patentable!



• Example:

– Big Bang Theory

– Cell Theory

– Atomic Theory 

– Theory of Relativity

– Molecular Theory

E= mc

F= ma

2

32

Scientific theories

Not patentable!



c   =  a   +   b
2 2 2
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Mathematical methods

Not patentable!



– Mathematical method which are carried out on 
numbers and provide a result in numerical form -> 
not patentable

• E.g. a new way to calculate square roots, shortcut 
method of division

– Its application -> patentable

• A calculating machine

• Method of image processing which used the 
mathematical method to operate on numbers 
representing an image
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Mathematical methods



An Israeli geneticist, 
Avigdor Cahaner, created 
the world's first 
featherless chicken at the 
genetics faculty at the 
Rehovot Agronomy 
Institute near Tel Aviv, 
Israel. The idea behind the 
development of this naked 
bird is that it will create a 
more 'convenient' and 
energy efficient chicken 
which can live in warm 
countries where feathered 
chickens don't do well and 
cooling systems are too 
expensive to be commonly 
affordable. 
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Animal Variety



A photo provided by the Zoo Safari and Hollywoodpark Stukenbrock
shows the zebra and horse crossbreed.  Eclyse, crossbreed filly was 
born in 2006. Her mother is a horse and the father  is a zebra from 
Italy.
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Animal Variety



* Plant Variety is not patentable BUT can be protected under the 
New Plant Variety Protection Act 2004 governed the Department 
of Agriculture

37

Plant Variety
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Essentially biological processes for the 

production of plants or animals

However the following items are patentable:
• Man-made living micro-organisms; 
• Micro-biological processes 
• Products of such micro-organism processes;

Example of Patentable items:-
 Mycoplasma laboratorium – first synthetic 

genome produced in the lab
 Rumen Bacteria variants & Process For Preparing 

Succinic Acid - MY-148492-A (Korea Advanced 
Institute Of Science And Technology)

Patentable
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Schemes, Rules or Methods 

for Doing Business
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Schemes, Rules or Methods for 

Performing Purely Mental Acts
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Schemes, rules or methods for 

playing games
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Methods for the treatment of human or 

animal body by surgery or therapy

Method of performing 
coronary artery 
bypass surgery

Method of performing a 
physical therapy



Endoscopy 
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Diagnostic methods practiced on the 

human or animal body

Electrocardiogram (ECG)
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Patent Granting Procedure



Patent Granting Procedure
FILING APPLICATION

Form 1/14/2A

PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION
Preliminary Examination Report

APPLICATION AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
(18 months after Priority Date/Filing Date)

REQUEST FOR SUBSTANTIVE OR MODIFIED SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION
Form 5/5A/5B

SUBSTANTIVE OR MODIFIED SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION
Search and Examination Report

GRANT OR REFUSAL
Issue Certificate of Grant or Notice of Refusal



Patent & 

Utility Innovation (UI) Fees
Fees

Form 1 / 14 RM290 / RM140

Form 5 RM1,100

Form 17*
(if using agents)

RM100

Form 22* (if applicant is not 
inventor)

RM100

Handling fee RM 40 (total pages 21-50)

Total RM1,630 / RM1,480



Patent & Utility Innovaton(UI)

Patent

•Filing form: 

•Form 1

•Specification

•Description

•Claims

•Drawings

•Abstract

•Fee (RM290)

•Submission to MyIPO Office

UI

•Filing form: 

•Form 14

•Specification

•Description

•1 Claim only

•Drawings

•Abstract

•Fee (RM140)

•Submission to MyIPO Office
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Trademarks

• What is trademarks?
– A trademark is a sign which distinguishes the goods and services 

of one trader from those of another.

– A sign used in relation to service in support of main trade or 
business. 

Indicating connection between goods and services and 
owner in the course of trade
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Trademarks

• Term of Protection: 
– valid for 10 years from the date of application and 

may be renewed every 10 years (10+10+10…… years)

• Will be in the name of proprietor

• Divided to 45 Classes
– For Goods (Product): Class 1 to 34

– For Services: Class 35 to 45
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Example Classes of Trademarks

• Example for Goods:

• Example for Services:

Source: WIPO (Nice Class.)



Trademarks
• Word

• Device

• Combination of Word 
and Device

• Stylized Word

• Shape of goods or 
packaging (3D Mark)

• Colour

• Sound

• Scent

• Hologram

• Positioning

• Sequence of Motion

• Any combination 
mentioned

52



Trademarks

3D Mark

• Distinctive

• Associated to colour
logo or combination

• Representation and 
description of the 
application

Industrial Design

• Must be novel

• Based on appearance 
(views in application)

• Not associated to a 
distinctive sign, such as 
colour, logo or 
combination.

53
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Trademarks
• Absolute Refusal of registration  for trademarks:

– Not capable of distinguish goods or service of one 
trader to another

– Devoid of any distinctive character

– Referring or indicating to kind, quality, quantity, 
intended purpose, value, geographical origin etc. of 
goods or service

– Deceiving to the public

– Scandalous or offensive
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Trademarks

• Absolute Refusal of registration  for trademarks:

– Name or representation of another person without 
consent

– Flag, emblem, insignia of country

– Accepted or common name of any single chemical 
element or compound (e.g. HCl, H20)

– Contain wording of other IP element (e.g. Patented, 
Registered Design, Copyrighted)



56

Unregistered Trademarks
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Who May Apply?

• Any person who intends to use a trade  
mark  or  to  have  it  used  by  third parties  
can  apply  for  registration

• Can be individual or legal entity 
(individual, company, association)
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Registration Cost?

• Normal Route
– TMA2 – Application for registration of 

Trademark
• RM 950 (for each class adopting pre-approved list)
• RM 1100 (for each class without adopting pre-

approved list)
• RM 50 (for subsequent series of trademark)

• Expedited Route
– TMA4 – Request for expedited examination of 

a trademark application 
• RM 1000 (for each class)



Further Info: 

IP Procedure Seminar

or

Workshop “Trademark Do-it-

yourself (TM DIY)” 

Or

Patent Agent Course – Trade 

Mark Law
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What is an industrial design? 

• An industrial design means features of shape, configuration, 
pattern or ornament applied to an article by any industrial process 
which in the finished article appeal to the eye and are judged by 
the eyes.
– i.e. the ornamental or aesthetic aspect of an article. 

• The design may consist of :

– three-dimensional features (3D) such as the shape and 
configuration of an article, or 

– two-dimensional features (2D) such as pattern and 
ornamentation

– Combination of (3D+2D)

• Term of Protection: 5 + 5 + 5 + 5 + 5 years

Industrial Design
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3D Design

Industrial Design

2D Design

3D + 2D Designs



Industrial Design

3D Designs



Industrial Design

2D Designs



Industrial Design

3D + 2D Designs

Shape & 

Configuration 

(3D)

Pattern & 

Ornamentation

(2D)
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Set of Articles

A number of articles that are of the same 
general character and ordinarily on sale 
together, or intended to be used together.

Example: Tea set 
cosists of teapot, 
teacups, tea trays, 
milk pot & sugarpot



Registrable Industrial Design

•Fulfill the interpretation of Industrial design 

(Sec. 3)
• Features or shape, configuration, pattern or ornament 

applied to an article by any industrial process or means

• Finished article appeal to and are judged by the eye

•New in Malaysia or elsewhere (Sec. 12).

•Not contrary to public order or morality (Sec. 

13).
67



Non-registrable Industrial Design

1. A method or principle of construction

2. The features of the article are dictated solely by 

function

3. The designs of articles depend upon the 

appearance of another article which forms an 

integral part of the article

4. It differs only in immaterial details or features

5. The characteristics of the goods that have no 

clear aesthetic value

68



Non-registrable Industrial Design

1. A method or principle of construction

69



Non-registrable Industrial Design

2. The features of the article are 
dictated solely by function
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Non-registrable Industrial Design

3. Features of shape or configuration of an article 
which are dependent upon the appearance of 
another article of which the article is intended by 
the author of the design to form an integral part



Non-registrable Industrial Design



Non-registrable Industrial Design

An industrial design is NOT considered new if it is 

only different in details or non-material features

Example:  Ordinary pencil designed to be shortened

4. It differs only in immaterial 

details or features
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Non-registrable Industrial Design

5. The characteristics of the goods 

that have no clear aesthetic value

Box Wall paperCan
74



Filing of Industrial Design

• Application Form (ID Form 1)

• Publication for each view of the representation 
(photograph / drawing)

• Statement of novelty (Cth: The novelty of the 
design resides in the shape and configuration of 
the articles as shown in the accompanying 
representations); and



Statement of Novelty 



Form & Fees for 

Filing Industrial Design

• New Application Form ID 1

• Application Fee RM 500 (480)

• A set of representation

• RM200 / view



Further Info: 

Seminar on Registration 

Procedure of Intellecual

Property (Seminar  Prosedur

Pendaftaran Harta Intelek) 
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Copyright 

• What is copyright?
– Exclusive right to control creative works created by the author, copyright 

owner and performer for a specific period governed under the Copyright 
Act 1987

– No Registration System – But MyIPO has Voluntary Notification System

– Automatic Protection of Works

Original Idea Expression Automatic 

Protection



Literary works 

(e.g. novels, stories, books, letters, report, essays, articles)

Music works 

(e.g. musical composition)

Artistic works 

(e.g. graphic work, work of architecture & of artistic craftsmanship)

Films

(includes the sound embodied in any sound-track sociated with a film)

Sound recordings 

(e.g. music cd)

Broadcasts

(e.g. TV programs broadcast by TV3)

Derivative works (e.g. translation, adaptations, arrangements, and 

other transformation of other copyright works)
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Non-Eligible Works for Copyright 

• Works non-eligible for copyright protection:

– Idea

–Procedure

–Method of Operation 

–Mathematical Concept
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Eligible Copyright 

• A work is eligible for copyright protection if it 
complies to the following requirements: 

–sufficient effort applied or put into the work to 
make the work original 

–work must be reduced to material form
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Duration of Copyright 

• How long does copyright last?

– Literary, Musical or Artistic Works: 

• the life of the author plus 50 years after his death)

– Film, Sound Recordings and Performer: 

• 50 years from the work was published, fixed in a fixation 
for the film and sound recording. For performer, the 
copyright work shall subsist from the performances was 
perform or fixation in a sound recording. 

– Broadcasts: 

• 50 years from the which the broadcasts was first made 
(protection occurred in way of transmission either by wire 
or wireless means).
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Evidence of Ownership

• Conventional method for copyright proof of 
ownership:

- Affidavit (Statutory Declaration) – a prima 
facie evidence

• New Initiative: Voluntary Notification of 
Copyright – Copyright Act (Amendment 2012)
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Economic Right

• Exclusive right to copyright owner/author in Malaysia:
- the reproduction in any material form;

- the communication to the public;

- the performance, showing or playing to the public;

- the distribution of copies to the public by sale or other 
transfer of ownership; and

- the commercial rental to the public, 

- Etc.

• Economic rights allows the owner of rights to derive 
financial reward from the use of his works by the user or 
commercial purposes. 

• Form of economic rights can be by way of assignment, 
licensing and testamentary disposition.
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Moral Right

• Moral Rights

– Paternity Rights: 

» This rights allows the author to claim the originality rights 
of his or her creation.

– Integrity Rights: 

» This right authorizes the author to prevent any users 
from distortion, mutilation or other modifications of his 
or her works whereby the result of the modification will 
significantly alter the original work and adversely affect 
the author’s honor or reputation.

Moral Right of author – held forever by the author  
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Legal Right
• Author, copyright owner and performer is given an exclusive right to 
control under the copyright law. 

• Rights to enforce their copyrighted works in cases for infringement 
either by civil or criminal action.

• Civil Action:
- an order for injunction;

- damages;

- an account of profits;

- statutory damages of not more than MYR25,000 for each work, but not 
more than MYR500,000 in the aggregate; or

- any other order as the court deems fit. 

• Criminal action:
- Enforcement Division of Ministry of Domestic Trade, Cooperative and 

Consumerism (MTDCC); or

- Royal Malaysian Police  

Exception: For personal use of 1 or 2 infringed works
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Copyright Infringements

Whoever use any copyrighted works without consent or 
authorization from the author, copyright owner and 
performer, it may constitute an infringement under Copyright 
Act 1987. Amongst the act of infringement includes:

– reproduces in any material form, performs, shows or plays or 
distributes to the public,

– imports any article into Malaysia for the purpose of trade or financial 
gains;

– makes for sale or rent any infringing copy;
– sells, rent or by way of trade, exposes or offers for sale or rent any 

infringing copy;
– distributes infringing copies;
– possesses, otherwise than for his private and domestic use, any 

infringing copy;
– exhibits in public any infringing copy by way of trade;
– makes or has in his possession any contrivance used or intended to 

be used for the purpose of making infringing copies
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Further Info: 

SEMINAR KEFAHAMAN HAKCIPTA



Geographical Indications

- Based on Geographical Indications Act 2000

- Definition :

- Indication which identifies any goods as originating in a 
country/territory/region/locality;

- where a given quality, reputation or other characteristic 
of the goods is essentially attributable to their 
geographical origin

- Term of protection : 10+10+10…….. years

- Example: Sarawak pepper, Sabah Tea



Layout-Designs of Integrated Circuits

Based on Layout-Design of Integrated Circuits Act 2000

• Definition :

- The three dimensional disposition of the elements of an 
integrated circuit and the interconnections of the integrated 
circuit 

• Term of protection: 
– protected 10 years from the date its first commercially exploited in Malaysia; 

but

– lapse 15 years after the date its created 
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Types of 
Intellectual 

Property

Subject matter Example Registration 
required at 

MyIPO?

Duration

Patent 
& 

Utility 
Innovation

Inventions i.e. 
solutions to solve 
technical problem

Registration 
required 

20 years & 
10+5+5 years

Industrial 
Design

Visual design of 
Objects

Registration 
required 

5+5+5+5+5 
years

Trademarks Sign used to identify 
products or services 
from others

Registration 
or by use

10+10+∞ 
years

Copyright Literary, Musical 
and Artistic Works; 
Films; Sound 
Recordings; 
Broadcast; 
Derivative Works

Automatic 
Protection 
but requires 
affidavit for 
evidence of 
ownership

50 years 
from.. 
(depends to 
types of 
work)

Summary Types of IP ( 1 )
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Types of 
Intellectual 

Property

Subject matter Example Registration 
required at 

MyIPO?

Duration

Geographical 
Indication

Sign used on 
products that have a 
specific geographical
origin

Registration or 
by use

10+10+ ∞
years

Layout-design 
of 

an integrated 
circuit

Topography or 3D 
disposition of 
microchips

Automatic 
Protection but 
requires 
affidavit for 
evidence of 
ownership

10 years 
from first 
use @ 15 
years from 
creation

New Plant 
Varieties 

IP rights given to the 
breeder of a new 
plant variety

Registration 
required 

20 or 15 or 
25 years

Trade Secrets 
@ Confidential 

Information

Know-how, technical 
data, recipe etc.

No registration. 
Requires effort 
to keep secret

Forever

Summary Types of IP ( 2 )



MyIPOutreach

• Aimed to deliver information regarding IP in a friendlier manner. 

• Various information and procedures on how to register and secure your 
IP rights are provided to the public via this page.

https://www.facebook.com/MyIPOUTREACH/

https://www.facebook.com/MyIPOUTREACH/


Distance Learning 

(Basic and Advanced Course)



Distance Learning 

(Basic and Advanced Course)
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Trainings by Intellectual Property 

Academy

• Trainings in Intellectual Property such as:

– Seminar Kesedaran Harta Intelek @ Basics of 

Intellectual Property – 1  to 3 hours

– IP Registration Procedure Seminar – 1 Day

– Copyright Seminar – 1 Day

– TM DIY (Trademark Seminar) – 1 Day
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IPA - Trainings



Contact us

● www.myipo.gov.my

● www.facebook.com/ipmalaysia

● https://twitter.com/myipo

● https://www.instagram.com/myipo/

● https://www.youtube.com/user/ipmalaysia

http://www.myipo.gov.my/
http://www.facebook.com/ipmalaysia
https://twitter.com/myipo
https://www.instagram.com/myipo/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ipmalaysia
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION

azriroslan@myipo.gov.my

03-7490 2858


